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Buffel grass
Cenchrus ciliaris

Leaf blade bluish-green, to 
30cm long and to  
1.3cm wide.  Leaves are 

pointed tips.  Base of leaf 
blade has a ring of short 
hairs (ligules).

Deep-rooted perennial 
grass to 1m high, forming 
dense tussocks.

Buffel grass has erect stems, 
and often roots from the 
lower nodes.

Seed heads in a dense, hairy 
cylindrical spike up to 15cm 
long and to 2cm wide.  

1 - 4 spikelets surrounded 
at the base with bristles with 
forward directed barbs, and 
forming soft purple burrs to 
16mm long.

HABIT STEMS & ROOTS LEAVES FLOWERS SEED HEADS

Buffel grass is a declared weed in the Northern Territory, in 
accordance with the Weeds Management Act 2001
A number of grasses in the genus Cenchrus and the closely related genus 
Pennisetum occur in Australia, including native and introduced, annual 
and perennial species. 
Buffel grass is a pasture grass that has become a major weed of native 
ecosystems.

Syn C. pennisetiformis


