	  2025 Ichthys Coastal Management Grants
2025 Ichthys Coastal Management Grants

	Applicant
	Title
	Project Description
	Duration

	Arafura Swamp Rangers Aboriginal Corporation
	Arafura Swamp Ranger Aboriginal Corporation Sea ranger capacity and marine management
	Access to appropriate vessels is a major issue for both ASRAC marine ranger groups, with Wanga Djakamirr requiring the renewal of their present boat as it is more than 20 years old whilst Dhipirri have no dedicated vessel. This impacts the amount of time each group can spend operating in the region, reducing the effectiveness of ASRACs marine management activities.
ASRAC Ranger programs have grown to the point that their required operations have outgrown the existing resource base at the same time as the marked increase in IFFV, recreational fishing, and commercial fishing tourism activity in the region. This has led to a greater need for surveillance, monitoring and response to address illegal access and biosecurity concerns in this region. This grant will support both the Wanga Djakamirr and Dhipirri rangers to deliver a wide range of Marine Management activities in line with the ASRAC IPA Plan of Management (2025 - 2035).
	1 year.

	Marthakal Homelands and Resource Centre Aboriginal Corporation
	Foundations for miyapunu (Sea Turtle) monitoring and conservation - Marthakal IPA
	The Marthakal Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) contains internationally and nationally important nesting areas but this area has not been monitored for over 20 years. Hence, the current status of marine turtle populations is unknown across the 323,000 hectares of the current IPA and the further 1 million hectares of the future Sea Country IPA.
Data gaps prevent the immediate development of an effective management plan. While monitoring and management of these turtle populations is urgent, the immediate design of a monitoring plan would be based on historic data and pose the risk of not meeting the needs of contemporary threats and nesting activities within the IPA. This project addresses that risk by focusing on the selection of priority sites and species and collaborating on a suitable design to update the knowledge and data on seasonality and nesting activity. 
	3 years.

	Namultja Aboriginal Corporation
	Enhancing Ranger Capacity for the Protection of Marra Sea Country and Cultural Heritage
	Marra Traditional Owners have expressed a clear need to expand their ability to care for sea country. The current lack of suitable equipment limits the Marranbala Land and Sea Rangers capacity to target priorities in the Marranbala Land and Sea Country Plan 2023–2032.
This funding will purchase a customised boat, boat trailer, and a suitably equipped Toyota Land Cruiser dual cab. This will enable the Rangers to have safe, year-round access to Marra Sea Country, which encompasses Aboriginal Land Trust intertidal zones, the Limmen Marine Park (Commonwealth), and the Limmen Bight Marine Park (NT Government). 
With the support of this grant, they will be able to extend their reach to offshore islands, seagrass meadows, turtle nesting beaches, and other areas of high ecological and cultural value, ensuring that Matters of National Environmental Significance are better protected. The grant will directly support the Rangers to carry out essential activities such as marine fauna and seagrass monitoring and mapping, sea debris removal, and habitat restoration.
	1 year.
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