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Dear Ms Strohmayr 

 

Regulation 22 – Well Drilling, Hydraulic Fracture Stimulation and Well Testing EMP (SWP4-3) update to 

include remaining activities under the Civil and Water Bore EMP EP136 (SWP2-3) 

 

The purpose of this regulation 22 notification is to incorporate the remaining civil construction and water bore 

regulated surface activities from the EP136 Civil Construction and Water Bore Environment Management Plan 

(EMP) (SWP2-3) into the EP136 Well Drilling, Hydraulic Fracture Stimulation and Well Testing EMP (SWP4-

3). 

The proposed amendments apply to the above Sweetpea Petroleum Pty Ltd EP136 Well Drilling, Hydraulic 

Fracture Stimulation and Well Testing EMP (SWP4-3), approved by the Minister on 11 August 2022. Referred 

herein as EP136 DST EMP. The EP136 Civil Construction and Water Bore Environment Management Plan 

(EMP) (SWP2-3) will be referred as EP136 C&WB EMP. 

A notice supporting this application has been provided with this letter and is attached in Appendix A. 

A regulation 221 notification has been deemed appropriate based on the following information:  

• The proposed modification does not introduce a new regulated activity that has not already been 

assessed. 

• The modifications do not result in a new or increased environmental impact or risk that is not already 

described and assessed in the EMP. 

• The modification increases regulatory efficiency, with activities being consolidated under the EP136 

DST EMP. 

If you require any further information on the proposed regulation 22 notification, please do not hesitate to call 

myself on 0427 610 558. 

Yours faithfully 

Alana Court 

Senior Environmental Approvals Manager

 
 
1 In accordance with the Petroleum (Environment) Regulations 2016. 
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It is noted that allowance has also been made for contingent access tracks that provide options to access the exploration 
lease pads (Pad 7-1 and Pad 8) on Beetaloo Station (Table 2). The preference of the exploration program is to use the 
existing access track on Tanumbirini Station to access Beetaloo Station reducing potential for these options to eventuate. 
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2.0 Exploration Schedule 
Drilling, hydraulic-stimulation and testing activities are planned to commence in early 2022 and proposed to be 
continued over a multi-year period. Sweetpea propose to commence mobilisation activities for the exploration activities 
in May 2022.  
Sweetpea proposes to commence drilling operations in June 2022 for a vertical pilot exploration well and horizontal 
exploration well. The initial drilling activities is planned to be on either Pad 1, Pad 2 or Pad 3 on Tanumbirini Station or 
pads LP7-1 or LP8 on Beetaloo Station and is estimated to take up to 70 days to drill, followed by hydraulic fracture-
stimulation in September/October taking 30 days, and testing over 60 days. There is a possibility for up to a further three 
wells to be commenced in 2022 should funding and timing allow.  
It is noted that the planned activities in 2022 will satisfy the minimum work program commitments to the NT 
Government in the permit term. In addition, the drilling, hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing of a horizontal 
exploration well is proposed to accelerate exploration.  
A high-level activity schedule, including revised civil construction and water bore activities are summarised below.  

• 2022 April - December:  
▪ Establish an access junction at Carpentaria Highway to create main accommodation camp and entry 

to the Permit tracks.  
▪ Establish gravel pits to provide material for improving the stability of the access tracks and 

constructing well site pad areas.  
▪ Base Plan: 
▪ Construct access track to Lease Pad 3 to enable the construction of well and water tank pads.  
▪ Construct well and water tank pad at Lease Pad 3 and install two control monitoring bores.  
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▪ Install two water impact monitoring bores at Lease Pad 3 (prior to stimulation operations).  
▪ Drill, fracture stimulate, and test the well at Lease Pad 3.  

• Accelerated schedule: 
▪ Construct access track to Lease Pad 1 and Lease Pad 4.  
▪ Construct well and water tank pads at Lease Pad 1 and Lease Pad 4 and install two control 

monitoring bores per pad.  
▪ Install two water impact monitoring bores at Lease Pad 1 and Lease Pad 4 (prior to stimulation 

operations).  
▪ Drill, fracture stimulate and test the wells at Lease Pad 1 and Lease Pad 4.  
▪ Fracture stimulation and testing of the well at Lease Pad 1 may extend into 2023 – it is suited to wet 

weather operations due to it’s proximity to the Carpentaria Highway and high ground with no creek 
crossings.  

▪ Construct well and water tank pad at an additional lease pad below for commencement of drilling in 
2023 and install 2 control monitoring bores.  

• 2023 April - December: 
▪ Establish gravel pits to provide material for improving the stability of the access tracks.  
▪ Construct access tracks to Lease Pad 5, Lease Pad 6 and Lease Pad 7 respectively to enable the 

construction of well and water tank pads.  
▪ One of these pads may have been constructed in 2022 to assist with early start to the 2023 dry 

season. 
▪ Construct well and water tank pad each at Lease Pad 5, Lease Pad 6 and Lease Pad 7 and install two 

control monitoring bores per pad.  
▪ Install two water impact monitoring bores at Lease Pad 5, Lease Pad 6 and Lease Pad 7 (prior to 

stimulation operations).  
▪ Drill, Fracture stimulate and test the wells at Lease Pad 5, Lease Pad 6 and Lease Pad 7.  

• 2024 April – December, and thereafter:  
o Future operations will be conducted on the remaining Lease Pads 7-1, Lease Pad 2, and/or Lease Pad 8 

or a combination of installing additional wells on existing pads. 
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Rehabilitation Monitoring* Every 6 months for first 12 months, then every 12 months over 5 
years 

* dependent on success of rehabilitation. If data obtained confirms early rehabilitation success, 5-year duration could be reduced based on scientific 
report 

 
Where activities will occur during the wet season, wet season contingencies will be implemented as per Section 4.1. An 
erosion hazard assessment has been completed (Table 6) and indicates site conditions do not reach trigger point levels 
for any of the erosion hazard assessment criteria except for waterway disturbance. The proposed disturbance of the 
waterways is not anticipated to provide long term impacts with the reinstatement of creek and drainage line crossings to 

original topography immediately after the activity.  
Experience in the permit areas indicates that extended rainfall events that will limit access usually don’t start until mid-
December. Where forecasts indicate rainfall is likely to result in an event that has potential to limit access to the work area, 
the seismic contractor will stabilise the current work areas and go into standby mode until such time they can assess the 
track condition after an event to recommence activities. If conditions do not allow the survey to resume in the current 
schedule, the decision will be made to either curtail the program or resume the survey in the dry season. 
 

2.1.2 Civil construction and water bore schedule 

Civil construction activities, including water bore drilling activities have commenced for Lease Pad 1 (Maverick 1) in 
preparation for the drilling program.  
Following completion of the activities on Maverick 1, the program was suspended. Much of the activities planned on 
EP136 was deferred through factors such as Covid 19, equipment availability, exploration activity results, and/or land 
access negotiations. The civil construction and water bore schedule under this EMP will be dependent on the timing for 
when Sweetpea plan to restart the drilling, HFS and well testing program on EP136 (refer Section 0). 

2.1.3 Well drilling, HFS and well testing 

The well drilling, HFS and well testing activities are planned to be delivered over a multi-year period, with some activities 
already commenced. Sweetpea drilled a vertical pilot exploration well on Maverick 1 well site in the northern area of 
EP136. Sweetpea’s future area is planned to drill further vertical and horizontal wells pending funding, timing of necessary 
approvals and schedule.  
Sweetpea estimates wells will take up to 70 days to drill, up to approximately 30 days for HFS, followed by testing over 30 
to 90 days. Approval also includes the possibility of testing up to 300 days if testing data are ambiguous and a greater 
volume of data are required to inform future exploration and appraisal activities; this is considered more likely on the 
earlier wells in this seven-well program. Fracture stimulation and testing of these wells will occur based on the timing of rig 
release, approvals and baseline water monitoring, and other necessary preparations. 
A high-level, indicative activity schedule for drilling, fracture stimulation and testing operations, including the civil and water 

bore activities are summarised below (noting that some steps occur in parallel not in sequence); testing and well 
maintenance activity is assumed to be ongoing throughout the period once wells are brought online for testing. The priority 
and order of wells and establishment of the well sites will be varied pending operational readiness, access feedback from 
stakeholders, and/or exploration results, however, there will be no change to the risk assessment and/or impact because 
of such schedule variations and Sweetpea will provide updates to DLPE, DME and any impacted stakeholders. 
• 2022 – current: Well 1 “Maverick T463 A1-1H” on Lease Pad 1 (also referred to as Maverick 1 well site). 

a. Mobilised drilling rig and associated facilities to Lease Pad 1. 

b. Mobilised and constructed camp near “Maverick 1”. 

c. Progressively mobilise and fill water tanks as needed. 

d. Drill vertical pilot hole at "Well 1" to a prognosed total depth of approximately 2,500-3,500 m. 

e. Well suspended. 

f. Demobilised with exception of well site management of wastewater and environmental monitoring. 

Future EP136 Well Drilling, HFS and Testing Program: 

• 2026 onwards: location to be confirmed. 

a. Civil construction and water bore construction for the well site “Well 2” 

b. Mobilise drilling rig and associated facilities to a well site “Well 2” pending readiness and other prioritisation 
factors. 

c. Progressively mobilise and fill water tanks as needed. 

d. Drill vertical pilot hole at well site to a prognosed total depth of approximately 2,500-3,500 m. 
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e. Prepare well for horizontal drilling as per Sweetpea’s (WOMP) by cementing deepest section of the pilot hole 
and setting a kick-off plug or whip-stock. 

f. Drill, case and cement horizontal well and test as required under WOMP to confirm well acceptance criteria are 
met. 

g. Mobilise rig and other necessary equipment and material to “Well 3” and repeat steps (a) to (e). 

h. Mobilise rig and other necessary equipment and material to “Well 4” and repeat steps (a) to (e). 

i. Mobilise hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing spread and other necessary equipment progressively to “Well 
2”. 

j. Undertake multi-stage hydraulic fracture stimulation operations and commence testing operations at “Well 2”. 

k. Mobilise hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing spread and other necessary equipment progressively to “Well 
3” 

l. Undertake multi-stage hydraulic fracture stimulation operations and commence testing operations at “Well 3”. 

m. Mobilise hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing spread and other necessary equipment progressively to “Well 
4”. 

n. Undertake multi-stage hydraulic fracture stimulation operations and commence testing operations at “Well 4”. 

o. Demobilise and/or stack drilling rig and hydraulic fracture stimulation spread and equipment for wet season. 

p. Mobilise rig and other necessary equipment and material to “Well 6” and repeat steps (a) to (e). 

q. Mobilise rig and other necessary equipment and material to “Well 7” and repeat steps (a) to (e). 

r. Mobilise hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing spread and other necessary equipment progressively to “Well 
5”. 

s. Undertake multi-stage hydraulic fracture stimulation operations and commence testing operations at “Well 5”. 

t. Mobilise hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing spread and other necessary equipment progressively to “Well 
6”. 

u. Undertake multi-stage hydraulic fracture stimulation operations and commence testing operations at “Well 6”. 

v. Mobilise hydraulic fracture stimulation and testing spread and other necessary equipment progressively to “Well 
7”. 

w. Undertake multi-stage hydraulic fracture stimulation operations and commence testing operations at “Well 7”. 

x. Demobilise and/or stack drilling rig and hydraulic fracture stimulation spread and equipment for wet season. 

y. Ongoing well testing operations, maintenance, workover and ancillary activity as required. 

Sweetpea will implement their wet weather contingency plan as detailed in Section 5.4 should exploration activities 
continue past 1 October each year. 
All activities associated with the plugging, abandonment, decommissioning and / or remediation of wells will be completed 
after testing and monitoring has been completed.  The timing of closeout activities will be dependent on the outcome. 
 
All further updates of ESCP is associated with inclusion of C&WB EMP. 

 

3.2 Erosion hazard assessment for exploration area 
 
No major change 

3.2 Erosion hazard assessment for exploration area 
 
No major change 

5.4 ESC Trigger Action Response Plan 

Action: 

-  Inspection of all ESC devices across the worksite and physical water quality testing (physical parameters only) at the 

lease pad sediment basin should be conducted prior to discharge of water offsite. Water quality discharge indicators 

include: 

• No visible oil, grease or other hydrocarbons 

• pH: Between 6.0-8.0 

• EC: 250 uS/cm. 

5.4 ESC Trigger Action Response Plan 

Action: 

-  Inspection of all ESC devices across the worksite and physical water quality testing (physical parameters only) at the 

lease pad sediment basin should be conducted prior to discharge of water offsite. Water quality discharge indicators 

include: 

• pH: 5.2 – 9.01 

• EC: 1,300 µS/cm2 












