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1. Introduction 
The Petroleum (Environment) Regulations 2016 (PER) include a requirement for the interest holder to provide a 
report to the Minister on an annual basis that outlines the environmental performance of the interest holder (the 
Annual Environment Performance Report). The report must include sufficient information to allow the Minister to 
assess whether the interest holder has met the environmental outcomes and environmental performance 
standards included in the approved Environment Management Plan (EMP). The report is to consider information 
required to be recorded, monitored or reported under the PER and any other law in force in the Northern Territory 
related to conduct of the regulated activity.  
 
This Annual Environmental Performance Report (AEPR) applies to the Dukas-1 – Conventional Gas Well EMP, 
EP 112 and 125 that was approved on 15 February 2019 (Figure 1, Figure 2). The period covered by this AEPR is 
from 15 February 2025 to 14 February 2026.   
 

1.1. Background 
Santos QNT Pty Ltd (Santos) submitted the Dukas-1 – Conventional Gas Well EMP, Revision 3, January 2019 
(EMP 2019) under the PER that came into force 6 July 2016. EMP 2019 was submitted to cover the following 
scope for the Dukas-1 well across EP 112 and 125:  

• Civil works 

• Water extraction and storage 

• Drilling activities, including formation evaluation (open hole or cased hole wireline) 

• Wellbore seismic evaluation (e.g. vertical seismic profiling or checkshot surveying) 

• Production testing (drill stem test, extended production tests) 

• Well integrity monitoring. 

Under Regulation 22, two modifications to the regulated activity within the EMP have been approved: 

• Addition of authorisation to drill third water supply bore within the project area (14 March 2019). 

• Addition of completing a “walkway” vertical seismic profile (VSP) in addition to a “zero-offset” VSP. A 
walkaway VSP involves the use of a mobile seismic source (a vibroseis truck) at the surface, which is moved 
to pre-determined offsets away from the Dukas-1 conventional gas well while the downhole receivers are held 
at a fixed location (8 August 2019). 

Status of works:  

EMP 2019 was approved on 15 February 2019.  

• This AEPR has been prepared to report on activities that have occurred under EMP 2019 between 15 
February 2025 and 14 February 2026.  

• In 2022, Santos applied for a sacred site clearance certificate (SSCC) covering all activities for the #1 & #2 
wells which included the access route previously used for Dukas #1. As part of this process, Central Land 
Council (CLC) advised that the existing exclusion zone may need to be expanded. Following consultation 
between Traditional Owners, CLC and Santos, the expanded exclusion zone in the latest SSCC (issued 27 
March 2025) now encompasses the existing Dukas #1 access track.  

• Santos has identified an alternative access option and submitted a Modification 22 to build a new access track 
around the sacred site.  

• No regulated activities were undertaken during the reporting period. 
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Figure 1: Santos acreage, Amadeus Basin, NT
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Figure 2: Location of Dukas 1 Well and Supporting Infrastructure 

 














































